Attorney Docket F-437 

Express Mail Label #EF041620763US 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for rerouting mailpieces in a carrier distribution system 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of mailpieces within the canrier distribution system; 
dynamically determining the criteria defining a suspect group of 
mailpieces; 

identifying suspect mailpieces from the plurality of mailpieces by 
automatically detecting within the carrier distribution system which of the plurality 
of mailpieces meet the criteria defining the suspect group of mailpieces; and 

outsorting the suspect mailpieces for evaluation. 

2. A method as recited in claim 1 , further comprising determining the 
criteria defining the suspect group of mailpieces based on a place of induction of 
mailpieces within the carrier distribution system, 

3. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the place of induction is 
one of a earner receptacle and a canrier facility. 

4. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the suspect group is a 
neighborhood suspect group that is defined by determining the criteria defining 
the suspect group based on a plurality of places of induction of mailpieces within 
the carrier distribution system. 

5. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the suspect mailpieces are 
outsorted to a special evaluation facility. 
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6. A method as recited in claim, 2, wlierein tlie outsorting of the 
suspect mailpieces Includes automatically rerouting the suspect mailpieces within 
the carrier distribution system for delivery to a location different from the 
destination addresses associated with each of the suspected mailpieces. 

7. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the plurality of mailpieces 
each include a con-esponding RFID Tag and further comprising for each one of 
the plurality of mailpieces writing to Its corresponding RFID Tag an Identifier of a 
least one of a plurality of processing locations of the carrier distribution system 
through which the each one of the plurality of mailpieces was inducted. 

8. A method as recited in claim 7, further comprising reading the 
con-esponding RFID Tags to determine if any of the plurality of mailpieces 
includes an identifier for the place of induction upon which the suspect group is 
defined. 

9. A method as recited in claim 8, further comprising identifying as 
suspect mailpieces any of the plurality of mailpieces detemnined to include an 
identifier for the place of induction upon which the suspect group is defined. 

10. A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the carrier distribution 
system is a postal distribution system. 

11. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising setting a routing 
flag In the RFID tag of each identified suspect mallpiece which Indicates a 
destination to which the suspect mailpieces are to be routed. 
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1 2. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising reading the 
routing flag of each suspect mailpiece and automatically routing the suspect 
mailpieces to the destination. 

1 3. A method as recited in claim 1 2, further comprising delivering each 
of the plurality of mailpieces not identified as suspect mailpieces to a destination 
address and setting a final delivery flag In the RFID Tag of each of the plurality of 
mailpieces delivered to the destination address. 

14. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the criteria defining the 
suspect group is further determined based on the place of induction and a 
timeframe of Induction of mailpieces at the place of induction. 

1 5. A method as recited in claim 14, wherein the plurality of mailpieces 
each include a corresponding RFID Tag and further comprising for each one of 
the plurality of mailpieces writing to its corresponding RFID Tag an identifier of at 
least one of a plurality of processing locations of the carrier distribution system 
through which the each one of the plurality of mailpieces was inducted and a 
corresponding time of induction. 

1 6. A method as recited in claim 1 5, further comprising reading the 
corresponding RFID Tags to determine if any of the plurality of mailpieces 
includes an identifier for the place of induction upon which the suspect group is 
defined and a time of induction that falls within the timeframe, and identifying as 
suspect mailpieces all of the plurality of mailpieces determined to include in the 
corresponding RFID Tags the identifier of the place of induction upon which the 
suspect group is defined and the time which falls within the timeframe. 
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1 7. A postal distribution system comprising: 

a first facility at which a mailpiece including an RFID Tag is inducted, the 
first facility including means for writing to the RFID Tag an identifier of the first 
facility; and 

a second facility that receives the mailpiece after its processing through 
the first facility, the second facility including means for reading the RFID Tag to 
obtain the identifier and to determine based on the identifier if the mailpiece is a 
suspect mailpiece included as part of a group of suspect mailpieces which group 
6f suspect mailpieces is based at least in part on a place of induction of 
mailpieces within the postal distribution system, and means for setting in the 
RFID tag a readable indicator of the rerouting of the mailpiece to an address 
different from the delivery address of the mailpiece. 
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